ALBANY, 


FEBRUARY 1, 


1922 


Annual Meeting of District Superintendents 


A movement to bring the superintendents of 
city schools and district school superintendents 


into closer touch, launched at the meeting of 
the city superintendents in Albany last fall, was 
consummated in Rochester, district 
superintendents, in their tenth annual conven- 
tion January 11-13, 
resolved to have their 
next meeting in AIl- 
bany during Convoca- 
tion week, the time 
and place of the meet- 
ing of their city as- 
sociates. It was pro- 
posed by the city 
schoolmen that gen- 
eral sessions be held 
jointly, with separate 
business sessions for 
each association. It 
is probable that some 
such plan will be 
worked out. 

Another important 
resolution provided 
that the legislative and 
executive committee 
be composed of eight, 
one member to repre- 
sent each of the judi- 
cial districts of the 
State, outside of New 
York City. N. Ber- 
ton Alter of Mont- 
gomery county was 
elected president of 
the association, suc- 
ceeding John C. Malloch of Monroe county, 
the other officers being Wellington C. Mepham 
of Nassau and John B. McManus of Otsego, 
vice presidents; Mrs Mildred G. Pratt of 
Oswego, secretary; Gertrude Spears of Essex, 
treasurer. The executive committee includes 
Leonard J. Smith, Suffolk; W. J. Andrews, 
Ulster; C. J. Mousaw, Essex; C. I. Kingsbury, 
Oswego; E. B. Whitney, Broome; W. W. 


when the 


N. Berton Alter, President of Association 
of District Superintendents 


Monroe; George E. Waller, Cat- 
taraugus; George Covey, Westchester. Miss 
M. Gazelle Hoffman was made a member of 
the grade examinations committee for a term 
of 3 years. 

Much of the time of the three-day session 
was devoted to hear- 
ing and discussing the 
report of the Com- 
mittee of Twenty-one, 
which has just finished 
an extensive survey 
of the rural schools of 
the State. Prof. G. 
A. Works of the 
State College of Agri- 
culture, and chairman 
of the committee, out- 
lined the preliminary 
findings of the com- 
mittee, the first day of 
the session and went 
into considerable de- 
tail in explaining the 
work of the committee 
and the results of its 
investigations, particu- 
larly with reference to 
rural supervision, or- 
ganization and finance. 

As near as could be 
determined from this 
partial report, the 
committee proposes to 
recommend the reor- 
ganization of school 
districts under the 
jurisdiction of district superintendents of 
schools into what is called the community 
unit plan, providing a community board whose 
membership will vary greatly. Some boards 
may have not more than eight or ten members 
while others may have fifty or sixty. From 
this large community board it is proposed to 
elect an intermediate board and also to have a 
committee appointed by the county board of 


Rayfield, 
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supervisors for the purpose of redefining super- 
visory units, and another committee appointed 
by the Governor for the purpose of defining 
community units. 

Relative to supervision, the report recom- 
mends present district superintendents be re- 
quired to complete a half year’s work in leader- 
After 1926 all 
rural supervisors coming into the service shall 


ship in an approved institution. 


be graduates of approved colleges with three 
years’ experience plus one year of professional 
training for rural leadership. District super- 
intendents are to be elected by the intermediate 
board. 

The plan recommended by the committee for 
the equalization of tax burdens is too compli- 
cated to be understood with such a brief pre- 
sentation as Professor Works was able to give 
it, but in general it strikes a medium of 
$290,000 of assessed valuation to each teacher. 
Districts having less valuation to a teacher 
would receive state aid in accordance with the 
valuation of the school districts, the qualifica- 
tions of the teacher, and other factors. Dis- 
tricts having more than $290,000 assessed 
valuation to a teacher would receive no state 
aid. 

Most of the delegates took part in the dis- 
cussion on the report of Doctor Works. Dis- 
cussion ended the second day by unanimous pas- 
sage of a resolution by Superintendent Marshall 
of Jefferson stating that “the district superin- 
tendents desire to place themselves on record 
as favoring any plan that in their judgment will 
improve the rural schools of the State and 
equalize the tax rates for school purposes.” 

Other noteworthy resolutions adopted pro- 
vided 

1 That the medical inspection of schools 
should be continued under the supervision and 
control of the State Education Department. 

2 That provision should be made by which 
rural districts employing a health teacher shall 
receive the same state aid as now granted to 
districts which employ teachers in physical 
education. 

3 That changes for the betterment of the 


country schools must come, as in the past, 
gradually and with the consent of the people 
themselves. 

4 That the one-room schools should be closed 
only as the people in each local district shall 
elect to consolidate, or contract, with neighbor- 
ing districts 


5 That the superintendents favor a course of 
study in the rural districts that will fit the farm 
boys and girls, not for farming alone, but to 
take their places in the highest fields of en- 
deavor, as they have done in the past. 

6 That the superintendents approve and urge 
the continuance of the policy now adopted by 
the Legislature of equalizing taxation for school 
purposes by a direct state tax and a strong sub- 
sidy to financially weak districts. 

7 That indorsement be given to the work in 
educational measurements as now being con- 
ducted by the State Department. 

Dr Frank Pierrepont Graves, Commissioner 
of Education, addressed the convention the 
evening of January llth, and referring to the 
report of the Committee of Twenty-one, said 
that it would be accorded a friendly reception 
by the State Department. The main theme of 
his talk was the use and value of intelligence 
tests and mental measurements in getting the 
index of the mental capacity of children and 
directing their future training. 

The superintendents were welcomed by Super- 

intendent Herbert S. Weet of the Rochester 
public schools, and a letter of welcome was 
read from Mayor Van Zandt. 
Addresses on “Supervision of the Rural 
chool,” by Superintendent Ralph Decker of 
ussex county, New Jersey, and W. A. Hol- 
comb of the State Department of Education 
were features of the second day’s sessions. 
Mr Holcomb said that supervision of the right 
sort in rural schools is distinguished by four 
characteristics: it must be constructive, must 
show a knowledge of methods and devices of 
teaching and understand effective organization; 
must recognize and appreciate teaching ability 
and must be able to recognize good work and 
honest effort. 

Avery W. Skinner, Director of the Examina- 
tions and Inspections Division, addressed the 
superintendents on January 13th on the “ Rating 
of Preliminary Papers”; C. N. Cobb discussed 
“Approval of Apparatus” and E. G. Lantman 
spoke on “ The Retirement System.” A paper 
prepared by Assistant Commissioner George M 
Wiley, who was unable to be present, was read 
by Mr Skinner. E. Lawrence Palmer, assistant 
professor in rural education at Cornell, spoke 
on “ The Use of Nature Study and the Leaflet.” 


> 
S 


There were in attendance 154 district super- 
intendents and 14 other persons. 
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Educational Bills Introduced in Legislature 


The following bills relating to educational 
matters have been introduced in the Legislature, 
none of them having as yet been passed: 

Assembly Bill No. 49 proposes to make the 
whole of the town’s share of the income tax 
Under 


the present law one-third of such share is ap- 


available for general town purposes. 


portioned for school purposes among the various 
school districts of the town according to as- 
sessed valuation. 

Assembly Bill No. 101 proposes to include 
the eleventh day of November, known as 
Armistice Day, as one of the legal holidays of 
the State. 

Assembly Bill No. 138. Under the present 
law common school districts are required to 
maintain school for 40 weeks in order to be 
eligible to receive the full quota of public 
money. This bill provides that districts main- 
taining school for the minimum school year of 
180 days shall receive the full amount of the 
quota. This bill, if it becomes a law, will cor- 
rect an injustice which exists under the present 
law. 

Assembly Bill No. 200 provides for the estab- 
lishment of a textbook commission, to be ap- 
pointed by the Commissioner of Education, and 
authorizes such commission to prescribe text- 
books to be used in the public schools of the 
State and to furnish and distribute such books 
to each of the public schools in the State. The 
bill carries an appropriation of five million dol- 
lars for the above purposes. Cities and union 
free school districts now have authority to pro- 
vide free textbooks. This bill would make a 
very radical change in the method of providing 
textbooks for pupils. 

Assembly Bill No. 206 proposes to establish 
a department of extension teacher training in 
the state normal school at Geneseo in connectior 
with the Craig Colony at Sonyea; makes the 
teaching staff employed at Craig Colony a part 
of the teaching staff of the Geneseo State Nor- 
mal School, and places the instruction given in 
the Craig Colony under the direction of such 
school. The teaching in the Craig Colony is at 
present under the direction and supervision of 
the normal school. This bill definitely estab- 
lishes such direction, and gives Craig Colony 
teachers the status of a normal school teacher. 


Senate Bill No. 89 amends the compulsory 
attendance law relative to the issuance of em- 
newsboy permit 


ployment certificates and 


badges. Under the present law the district 
superintendent of schools is designated as the 
school official to issue such permit for all 
schools under his jurisdiction This amend- 
ment would authorize the principal of any union 
school in a supervisory district to issue such 
certificate and in other cases requires the dis- 
trict superintendent to designate a public school 
The bill ap- 


pears to take from the district superintendent 


teacher to issue such certificate 


the authority which he now has in the issuance 
of employment certificates 

Senate Bill No. 137 appropriates $65,000 for 
the purpose of completing the purchase of prop- 
erties adjoining the State College for Teachers 
in the city of Albany. 


Senate Bill No. 177 proposes to increase the 


te 
term of office of the superintendent of schools 
in a city of the first class, having a population 
of one million or over, from six to ten years 
It also provides that the associate superin- 
tendent of schools in such city appointed after 
this act takes effect shall not be removable ex- 
cept for cause 


—Y—— 


Lantman Chosen Secretary 

\t the annual meeting of the State Teachers 
Retirement Board held in the State Education 
Building January 11th, E. G. Lantman was ap- 
pointed secretary of the board. The board 
organized by electing George P. Bristol as 
president and Charles H. Cheney as vice presi- 
dent. All seven members of the board, as well 
as Frank B. Gilbert, legal adviser, were present. 
G. B. Buck was appointed actuary and Dr Wil- 
liam A. Howe medical examiner. 

Standing committees were appointed as fol- 
lows: finance—Mr Herzog, Mr Wendell, Mr 
Gibson; retirement — Mr Cheney, Miss Hitch- 
cock, Mr Congdon: J/egislation— Mr Gibson, 
Mr Cheney, Mr Congdon, Publication — Mr 
Congdon, Miss Hitchcock, Mr Herzog. The 
president of the board is ex officio a member of 
all committees. 

At the end of the fiscal year in July a full 
report of the work will be made as directed in 
the law establishing the system 
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Children’s Hospital Service 


A system of hospital service for school chil- 
dren has been in force in this State during the 
past six years. There is nothing else of its 
kind in this country, so far as is known. It 
includes the services of hundreds of physicians 
who cooperate to make the hospitals the centers 
for corrective treatment for children needing 
hospitalization. It enables deserving school 
children to receive the best hospital services at 
a minimum expense or for such as the parents 
are able to pay. 

The system is being rapidly extended and now 
includes 55 cities and villages with 75 hospitals. 
The list of hospitals that have already estab- 
lished this service is printed below. This list 
will be supplemented from time to time as other 
hospitals join in the service. The State De- 
partment of Education expresses its apprecia- 
tion of the practical and valuable cooperation of 
hospitals and physicians that are doing so much 
under this system to improve the physical con- 
dition of school children. The Department will 
be pleased to hear from any hospital that is not 
identified with the plan. School authorities 
should arrange with the hospitals in advance for 
the admission and treatment of children. 


Hospitals Listed for School Health Service 
Albany. City Hospital 

Homeopathic Hospital 

St Peter’s Hospital 

Child’s Hospital 
Auburn. City Hospital 

Mercy Hospital 
Amsterdam. City Hospital 
Buffalo. Deaconess Hospital 

City Hospital 

Erie County Hospital 

Homeopathic Hospital 

General Hospital 

Buffalo Hospital, Sisters of Charity 
Brooklyn. Kings County Hospital 

Methodist Episcopal Hospital 
Batavia. Women’s Hospital Association 
Babylon. South Shore Hospital 
Bedford Hills. Bedford Hills Hospital 
Cohocs. Cohoes Hospital 
Cortland. Cortland County Hospital 
Cooperstown. Thanksgiving Hospital 
Canandaigua. Thompson Hospital 
Clifton Springs. Clifton Springs Sanitarium 
Cambridge. Mary McClellan Hospital 
Dobbs Ferry. Dobbs Ferry Hospital 


Dunkirk. Brooks Memorial Hospital 
Danbury, Conn. Danbury Hospital 
Fulton, Albert Lindly Lee Memorial Hospital 
City Hospital 
Glens Fails. Glens Falls Hospital Corporation 
Gloversville. Nathan Littauer Hospital 
Hornell. St James Mercy Hospital 
Hudson. Hudson Hospital 
Ilion. lion Hospital 
Ithaca. City Hospital 
Jamaica. Jamaica Hospital 
Kingston. City of Kingston Hospital 
Lyons. E. J. Barber Hospital 
Vineola. Nassau Hospital 
Mount Kisco. Northern Westchester Hospital 
Mount Vernon. Mount Vernon Hospital 
Newark. Dr E. W. York Hospital 
Newburgh. Newburgh Hospital 
New Rochelle. New Rochelle Hospital 
Niagara Falls. Memorial Hospital 
Nyack. Nyack Hospital 
Ogdensburg. Ogdensburg Hospital 
Olean. Olean Hospital 
Plattsburg. Champlain Valley Hospital 
Port Jervis. St Frances Hospital 
Poughkeepsie. Vassar Brothers Hospital 
Rochester. Homeopathic Hospital 

Lee Private Hospital 

General Hospital 

Homeopathic Hospital 

St Mary’s Hospital 

Rochester Dental Dispensary 
Rome. Rome Hospital 
Schenectady. Ellis Hospital 
Saranac. The General Hospital 
Saratoga Springs. Saratoga Hospital 
Suffern. Good Samaritan Hospital 
Sodus. Sodus Hospital 
Syracuse. Homeopathic Hospital 

Memorial Hospital 
Ticonderoga. Moses Ludington Hospital 
Troy. Samaritan Hospital 

City Hospital 
Tuxedo. Memorial Hospital 
Utica. Faxton Hospital 

St Luke’s Hospital 
Valhalla. Grasslands Hospital 
Warwick. Warwick Hospital 
Watertown. Watertown City Hospital 
White Plains. White Plains Hospital 
Yonkers. St John’s Riverside Hospital 

Homeopathic Hospital 


Geneva. 
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State Basketball Leagues Organized 


The State Association of Public High School 
Basketball Leagues, formed in November, as 
announced in the Bulletin, has organized by the 
election of Daniel Chase, supervisor of physical 
education, as president, and by the appointment 
of the following executive committee: Frank R. 
Wassung, superintendent of schools, Norwich, 
chairman; Walter S. Clark, superintendent of 
schools, Rensselaer, vice chairman; Elmer 
Smith, assistant director of physical education, 
Rochester, secretary-treasurer; A. W. Buley, 
director of physical education, Kingston; Carl 
Burkhardt, supervisor of physical education, 
Buffalo; Ralph Johnson, assistant principal, 
Hamilton High School; Gilbert R. Lyon, 
supervising principal, Pierson High School, Sag 
Harbor; L. T. Wilcox, superintendent of 
schools, Gouverneur. 

The State is divided into eight sections: 
Section 1: Long Island. Suffolk and Nassau 

counties. 

Section 2: Hudson valley. Westchester, Put- 
nam, Dutchess, Greene, Ulster, Sullivan, 
Orange, Rockland counties. 

Section 3: Northeastern New York. Colum- 
bia, Rensselaer, Albany, Schenectady, Mont- 
gomery, Fulton, Saratoga, Warren, Wash- 
ington counties. 

Section 4: South and central New York. 
Herkimer, Oneida, Madison, Schoharie, Ot- 
sego, Delaware, Chenango, Broome, Cort- 
land, Tioga counties. 

Section 5: Syracuse section. Onondaga, Oswego, 
Cayuga counties. 

Section 6: Rochester section. Wayne, Mon- 
roe, Seneca, Ontario, Yates, Schuyler, 
Tompkins, Livingston, Wyoming, Steuben, 
Allegany counties. 

Section 7: Western New York. Orleans, 
Geneseo, Niagara, Erie, Chautauqua, Cat- 
taraugus counties. 

Section 8: Northern New York. Jefferson, 
Lewis, St Lawrence, Franklin, Clinton, 
Essex, Hamilton, upper Herkimer counties. 

Championships will be played in each section 
and the eight winners will play in a state grand 
championship at Syracuse University April 6, 
7 and 8. 

Eligibility rules as drafted by the executive 
committee have been distributed to the various 
high schools in the State. Leagues desirous of 
joining the state association must adopt rules 


equivalent to those adopted by the executive 
committee. 

The Bulletin will publish the standing of the 
various leagues each month, provided they are 
sent to the state supervisor of physical educa- 
tion on or before the 5th or 25th. 

The standings January 25th were as follows: 

Section 1. Suffolk county, eastern section: 

Ww. L P.C 


Westhampton H. S. ........... 6 0 1.000 
eee ; 3 1 750 
Sn ti Th.  tusedaneen a 2 666 
Southampton H. S, ........ ae 2 2 500 
 ™ _ 8 aareretee 1 5 . 166 
oe eee 0 6 .000 
Western section: 

W. L. P.C 
a eels 3 0 1.000 
"Ss & [eee 4 0 1.000 
PORN Ge Eh iceneceeoses : 4 1 . 800 
2 3 eee 2 1 -666 
J =  SPppereeeererears 2 1 .666 
"| eee 0 4 .000 
Post JeGereen H. S. ...ccccecs 0 4 .000 


Nassau county has sent in incomplete reports. 
In the northern section, Oyster Bay and Glen 
Cove are tied for first place; in the southern 
section, Lawrence is in the lead. 

Section 2. There are five leagues in this sec- 
tion: Westchester, Lower Hudson Valley, Cen- 
tral Hudson Valley, Rockland and Orange. 
Westchester and Lower Hudson Valley have 
not finished arrangements for joining the as- 
sociation and have not submitted reports. Cen- 
tral Hudson Valley reports Poughkeepsie lead- 
ing with Newburgh, Saugerties and Kingston 
following in the order named. No report from 
Rockland or Orange County Leagues. 

Section 3. Northeastern New York, major 
league: a three-cornered tie exists between Al- 
bany, Schenectady and Troy. In the minor 
league, southern section, Rensselaer leads. No 
reports have been received from the northern or 
western sections. 

Section 4. In the Southern League, the 


standings are: 
W. £.. P.¢. 


a a ere 3 1 .750 
ee 3 1 -750 
PEEL socceececnvceseeseceee 3 1 .750 
OS Ree ene 3 1 .750 
DOD da ddnkedeeeneesenns 2 2 -500 
WEED  p006-460000eanceeeeeowes 1 3 -250 
PORE caesccccevedceneasanes 1 3 -250 
CIWERD occcccccoessccscsescess 0 a -000 


The Central New York League has not sub- 
mitted reports. 


(Concluded on page 105) 





102 THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 


Rural School Report 


A preliminary report of the Committee of 
Twenty-one on its survey of the rural schools 
in the State, with recommendations for the im- 
provement of the schools, is being prepared for 
general distribution. At a recent meeting in 
Syracuse the committee put this phase of its 
report into shape and many of the conclusions 
were outlined to the district superintendents at 
their convention in Rochester 

The Committee of Twenty-one is composed 
of three representatives each of seven organiza- 
tions, most of them connected with rural life 
Its investigations were carried on with the ap- 
proval and cooperation of the State Depart- 
ment of Education and Commissioner Graves 
has said that the report will get a friendly re- 
ception in the Department, as the conscientious 
effort of educational experts to locate the flaws 
in New York's rural schools and to suggest 
remedies. 

The bulk of the suggestions so far outlined 
are the results of the special investigations 
made by Dr C. H. Judd of the University of 
Chicago, employed by the committee to direct 
the administration and supervision phase of the 
inquiry, and of Dr Harlan Updegraff, of the 
University of Pennsylvania, who had charge of 
school support and finance. 

The results of the survey, as announced by 
the committee, lead to four major conclusions, 
namely (1) a larger unit of taxation, (2) better 
distribution of state aid, (3) optional con- 
solidation, (4) improved teaching personnel 





== 


Art Courses in White Plains 


An exhibit of students’ work at the White 
Plains High School held in January showed 
some unusually fine results obtained in the 
courses of elementary design, elementary repre- 
sentation, poster design, costume design, in- 
terior decoration, elementary mechanical draw- 
ing and architectural drawing. 

The exhibition of applied design included a 
number of interesting articles employing batik 
and enamels in their decoration. The archi- 
tectural course displayed house plans and details 
and perspective sketches tinted with washes of 


transparent water color. The art department 


at White Plains is under the direction of Jennie 
L. Clark. 


Wide Use of Mental Tests 


Mental measurement tests in reading and 
arithmetic, demonstrated in a series of con- 
ferences with district superintendents and prin- 
cipals within the last few weeks by Dr J. Cayce 
Morrison, of the State Department of Educa- 
tion, will be used in 5000 classrooms during the 
remainder of the current year, it is predicted. 

Doctor Morrison has just completed a series 
of demonstration conferences at which 194 
educators attended the complete courses, and 
which attracted for one or more sessions scores 
of other teachers and supervisors. Of this 
total, 158 were district superintendents; 3, city 
or village superintendents; 23 village and ele- 
mentary principals, and 10 supervisors and 
teachers. 

The conferences were the result of a wide- 
spread demand for help in the application of 
standard mental measurements and intelligence 
tests, some of which had been in use in parts 
of the State. Unable to meet all such appli- 
cants in their own schools, Doctor Morrison 
arranged for group conferences at the state 
normal schools during November and Decem- 
ber. These meetings lasted two days, with 
morning and afternoon sessions, demonstrations 
taking place in classrooms with pupils at work 
on their regular lessons. 

After explaining the various methods and 
their application, Doctor Morrison turned the 
actual work of testing over to the superin- 
tendents and teachers, and the technic and re- 
sults of the experiments were made the sub- 
jects of general discussion. In this way school 
executives representing, as mentioned, about 
5000 classrooms were made acquainted with 
the tests and methods of applications and ex- 
pressed their determination to see that the work 
is made a part of their respective systems of 
school administration. 


—-——- 


Bodley Elected Superintendent 

George R. Bodley, for the past two years 
principal of the local high school, has been 
elected superintendent of schools of Fulton to 
succeed the late James R. Fairgrieve. He is a 
graduate of Syracuse University, and was 
formerly principal of the Edward Smith Junior 
High School of Syracuse. 
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Prison Teachers Confer 
Head teachers in state prison schools met in 
State Education Building 


January 12th and 13th to formulate methods of 


conference in the 


simplifying and standardizing the work in the 
prisons and to make recommendations for its 
conduct. Dr A. C. Hill of the State Depart- 
ment of Education had charge of the meeting 

Among the recommendations that were made 
were: 

1 That a separate state fund for books, under 
the direction of the State Department of Edu- 
cation, is desirable. 

2 That the head teachers should be allowed 
to choose from among those who enter the 
prison those best equipped for teachers. 

3 That inmate teachers should be given ad- 
vantage of the best available privileges in the 
prison. 

4 That at least twice as many teachers as are 
needed at any one time should be assigned to 
the school and be in training to fill vacancies 
as they occur. 

5 That it is good prison policy to plan, for 
the future, a separate school building for each 
prison to accommodate all phases of educational 
work. 

6 That an extension of school work to meet 
special needs is desirable. 

7 That teachers in the state prisons, reforma- 
tories and other state institutions should be 
placed on the same footing as teachers in public 
schools; they should as far as possible be given 
substantially the same salaries and the same 
privileges as to retirement. 

Reports on school progress were made by 
Mrs Helen P. Stone of the Women’s prison; 
Earl P. Murray of Great Meadow prison; N. 
J. Henzel of Sing Sing prison; H. S. Shelton 
of Auburn prison and John J. Brunson of Clin- 
The principal 
advanced by Dr W. H. Hart of 
Foundation, who has made a study of educa- 
tional methods in state penal institutions. Doc- 
tor Hart advocated strongly a library for each 
Others who assisted materially with 


suggestions were 
the Sage 


ton prison. 


prison. 
advice and suggestion were Levering Tyson of 
Columbia University, Miss Jane Day, secretary 
of the Mutual Welfare League, and Mr P. G. 
Roosa of the State Prison Department. 
Commissioner Graves addressed the teachers 
and pledged the hearty support of the Depart- 
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ment to the development of the “ school idea’ 
in the prisons. 

A forum for the interchange of ideas has 
been means of reaching the 
One 


Meadow under the 


suggested as a 
mental life of the inmates of the prisons. 
started at Great 


direction of the 
same thing has been tried at Auburn prison. 


has been 
inmates themselves and the 
The teachers expressed their appreciation of 
the helpful attitude maintained by the State 
Department of Education and the Superin- 
tendent of Prisons, Charles F. Rattigan, toward 
their work and were highly optimistic of suc- 
cess in their various fields with such support 


—_—o-—— 


Literacy Voting Test 


Educators throughout the State are interested 
in the passage at the November election of an 
amendment to the state constitution requiring 
ability to read and write English as a qualifica- 
tion for voting in New York State, after 
January 1, 1922. The amendment does not dis- 
franchise any present voter, but applies to all 
who may hereafter become voters, either 
through attaining majority or by naturalization. 

Just what constitutes “ability to read and 
write” the English language is yet to be de- 
termined. The law setting up the new quali- 
fication leaves it to the Legislature to devise 
ways and means for carrying it into effect, but 
the fact that it becomes operative at once makes 
it seem probable that the Legislature of 1922 
will formulate the necessary standards and put 
them in effect before the next election. 

The new amendment was passed by a vote of 
896,355 to 632,144. New York City’s vote was 
approximately 500,000 to 327,000. Only three 
counties in the State were recorded in opposi- 
tion, Allegheny, Ontario and Sullivan taking 
an unfavorable attitude, but even in these cases 
the negative majority was small. 

The fight for a literacy test as a voting quali- 
fication has been under way since the constitu- 
tional convention of 1894. To that convention, 
and again to the convention of 1915, a similar 
measure was proposed, but the guiding minds 
of those bodies concluded the time not ripe. 
In 1920 the Legislature approved the amend- 
ment, and last year’s Legislature also accepted 
it. Approval by the voters last November re- 
sulted in its incorporation into the fundamental 
law of the State. 
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Our Local Historians 


The love of one’s locality and a commenda- 
ble pride in its achievements lie at the basis of 
true patriotism. It is difficult, nevertheless, to 
love something about which you know nothing. 
One who knows the history of the place in 
which he is living is far more likely to venerate 
it than he who is entirely ignorant of its story. 
To preserve this history is the function of the 
local historian. 

In the year 1919 a law was passed creating 
the office of a local historian in each town, in- 
corporated village and city of the State. These 
officers were to be appointed by the executive 
officials of the units for which they were to 
serve and were to work under the direction and 
with the advice of the State Historian. This 
law made possible the appointment of nearly 
1500 such local historians and of this number 
well over a thousand have now taken office. 

The immediate work which was undertaken 
by these new officials was the gathering of ma- 
terial about the participation of their local:ties 
in the World War. This meant the listing of 
the names and military service of each one of 
the soldiers, sailors and nurses who were in 
the service, the enumeration of the amounts of 
Liberty Loans which were subscribed to, con- 
tributions to Red Cross, and various other or- 
ganizations that were working for the public 
good at that time. In addition to this much 


other material was to be gathered in the way 
of photographs, letters of soldiers, posters, 
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newspaper clippings and fugitive material of all 
sorts. 

Although the statute made provision by which 
the local boards could compensate these local 
historians for their services and also publish 
the results of their work, large numbers of 
them have undertaken this duty from a sense 
of public spirit and have made collections which 
will go down to posterity as an imperishable 
record of what each one of our localities accom- 
plished in the great struggle. 

During no other war in our history has such 
a systematic effort been made to preserve the 
activities of our localities. The collections 
made by some of our local historians may be 
described by the word “wonderful.” As a 
labor of love they have gathered together rec- 
ords which would never have been preserved in 
any other way, and it is the purpose of the 
State, through the State Historian, acting under 
the joint resolution of the Senate and Assem- 
bly, to publish a series of volumes which shall 
contain the material arranged in such a fashion 
as to enable any reader to find out just what a 
particular locality did. 

Some of the historians have made their col- 
lections so complete that it is not going to be 
possible to print them in full, but they will find 
a place in the archives of the State and be 
there so that those who wish to get greater de- 
tails may find them. A number of towns, vil- 
lages and cities have appropriated funds for 
the separate publication of the collections of 
their local historians. When the collecting of 
this material is finished, New York State will 
have a history of its participation in the World 
War so that each town, village and city will be 
able to point with pride to its accomplishments 
during this period of our country’s history. 

The activities, however, of the local historians 
will not be confined to merely perpetuating the 
history of its community during times of great 
war crises. They will be the agencies for pre- 
serving the history of the community during 
times of peace. To them will fall the natura! 
interest in seeing that the public records of each 
locality are properly safeguarded and preserved 
and they will be the most important factor in 
disseminating the knowledge of the history of 
their locality which forms the basis of true 


patriotism. 
JAMES SULLIVAN 
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Recent Books 


Compiled by Martha L. Phelps of the State 
Library 

While the aim of this list is to include 
primarily new books, a few outstanding titles 
of the past 15 months which are of special 
value or interest are also included. 

Bonser, F. G. Elementary school cur- 
riculum. N.Y. Macmillan. 466 p. 1920. 
$2.20 

A critical study of the school curriculum helpful not 
only to the supervisor and superintendent but to prin 
cipals and grade teachers as well. Its chief concern 
is as to the contents of the curriculum viewed from a 
critical viewpoint as to what may be eliminated and 
what new material can profitably be introduced to take 
the place of discarded material. 


LaRue, D. W. 
N. Y. Amer. Book Co. 
$1.40 


A work that will serve when a simple, readable text 
is desired, containing a workable knowledge of the 
subject. With the rural teacher in mind apparently, 
the author devotes the early part of his volume to a 
presentation of a broad outline of psychology and the 
subsequent pages to a more detailed development of 
much of the same material. The book is interesting 
and exceedingly well written. 


Psychology for teachers. 
316 p. 1920. 


Lemos, Pedro. Applied arts. Mountain 
View, Cal. Pacific Press Pub. Ass'n. 379 p. 
1920. $6 

Author is editor of the School Arts Magazine and 
director of the Museum of Fine Arts of Stanford Uni- 
versity, California, “This book fills a need in the 
bibliography of the industrial arts which has been felt 
most keenly since the trend in art education has begun 
to shift from the theoretically esthetic to the purpose- 
ful or useful motive. Its advent will be welcomed 
especially by teachers who would like to find in a single 
volume numerous suggestions of assistance in the teach 
ing of design, representation, color and construction in 
the high school and in the grades. The book is unique 
in this respect. If all of the inspiration expressed in 
the multitude of illustrations could be as well ex- 
pressed in the body of the text the book would have to 
contain many times its present 379 pages.” 


Nutt, H. W. Supervision of instruction. 
Boston. Houghton. 277 p. 1920. $1.80 


An anal. tical discussion of the principles underlying 
classroom supervision and the devices which should and 
which should not be employed. 


Smith, E. E. Teaching geography by 
problems. Garden City, N. Y. Doubleday, 
Page. 306 p. 1921. $1.50 

Presents the modern principles involved in geography 
teaching by problems and projects, and concrete ex- 
amples of teaching the subject by means of these prin- 
ciples. Contains lists of reference books and other 
helpful supplementary material which are required in 
teaching geography by the project method Most of the 
ideas expressed are the result of observation and suc- 
cessful teaching in the classroom. 


Strayer, G. D. & Engelhardt, N. L. Class- 
room teacher at work in American schools. 
N. Y. Amer. Book Co. 400 p. 1920. 
$1.48 
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on Education 


Qualifications of teachers, salaries, courses of study, 
daily programs, discipline, records and reports, school 
hygiene, teaching children to study, the teacher and 
the community, are some of the subjects discussed. 
Although the scope of the book is wide its treatment 
of these various subjects is definite and specific. It 
opens new and inspiring ways in which better coopera 
tion may be brought about between teachers and super 
intendents. It is a book with a vision but is never 
visionary. 


New methods in arith- 


Thorndike, E. L. 


metic. Chicago. Rand McNally. 260 p 
1921. $1.50 
Writter in direct unconventional fashion. Presents 


the best advice on teaching arithmetic which has been 
offered for many a day. Concrete illustrations are the 
most striking feature of the book, The fact that he 
presents the theories already embodied in a series of 
texts makes it possible to see how Professor Thorn 
dike’s ideas in the teaching of arithmetic may be applied 
in detail in the work of the school, 


Common sense in school 
Bruce Pub. Co. 


Wagner, C. A. 
supervision. Milwaukee. 
204 p. 1921. $1.30 

Based on the author’s 30 years of experience. Shows 
a sympathetic attitude toward the teacher and wisdom 
in modernizing the working of a school. 


o—— 


State Basketball Leagues 
(Concluded from page 101) 

Section 5, including Syracuse City League 
and two leagues in Onondaga county, has not 
reported its standing. 

Section 6, including Rochester City League 
and four other leagues in that vicinity, has no* 
submitted its standing. 

Section 7. Buffalo City League reports 
Masten Park, Hutchinson and Canisius tied for 
first place. 

Western New York League: Niagara Falls 
and Tonawanda are tied for first place, with 
Batavia a close third. 

Cattaraugus County League reports Randolph 
having won seven and lost one, in first place, 
with Salamanca a close second. Ellicottville 
and Little Valley are tied for third place. 

Chautauqua County indicates Falconer to be 
in the lead. 

Section 8 is not thoroughly organized. The 
Adirondack League, which has made application, 
has finished its schedule and Tupper Lake is the 
winner. Other leagues expecting to come in 
from this section are the Essex County League 
and the Northern League, including Franklin 
and St Lawrence counties. 

The sectional contests will probably be played 
during the last week in March. A full account 
of the results will be given in the Bulletin. 
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Proposed Tariff on Books 


Because of its provisions touching the im- 
portation of books the Fordney tariff bill now 
before Congress is being widely protested by 
literary, library and education interests through- 
out the country. It is not so much that its 
provisions are radical or look toward a small 
(and relatively insignificant) increase of reve- 
nue from the new levies upon books, but that 
the principle of raising money by a tax upon 
the raw material and the finished product of 
culture and education is unfortunate and inde- 
fensible. 

The Fordney bill, for example, removes all 
foreign books from the free list — contrary to 
the practice of this country for 51 years. 

It lays a duty upon libraries, schools and in- 
stitutions which import more than two copies 
of a single book, thus running contrary to con- 
tinuous American custom since 1816. 

It makes dutiable the immigrant’s library if 
exceeding $250 in value. This is contrary to 
the Nation’s policy since the second year of its 
existence. On August 10, 1790, Congress placed 
on the free list an immigrant’s books and neces- 
There they have re- 
In these 131 years no 


sary household effects. 
mained until this day. 
statesman before Mr Fordney has arisen to 
assert that the Nation’s interests are best served 
by impeding or discouraging the entry into this 
country of a family found to own a library. 
His bill effect “ The more books you 
have and wish to bring to America the less 


says in 


desirable you are as a citizen.” 

His bill removes textbooks 
and other educational institutions, from the free 
list, where they are now properly placed as a 
freedom of 


used in schools 


natural corollary to institutional 
importation. 

His bill raises the existing duty of 15 per cent 
ad valorem to 20 per cent ad valorem and sub- 
stitutes an American valuation for that of the 
foreign invoice. This provision is especially 
objected to as affording an opportunity for cus- 
toms officers or influential interests to increase 
the duty almost at will. 

These book sections of the Fordney tariff bill 
are unjust to scholarship and education and 
overthrow the Nation’s policy of a century. In 
its protest to Congress against the provisions 
of the bill the American Library Association 
finds ready allies in all the important organiza- 
ions of the country whose membership have to 


Some of these are the Ameri- 
Advancement of 
Univer- 


do with books. 
can Association for the 
Science, the American Association of 
sity Professors, the Association of American 
Colleges, the Association of American Univer- 
sities, the Geological Society of America, the 
National 
Historical Association, besides scores of college 
The united opposi- 


Education Association, the American 


and univérsity presidents. 
tion of such interests furnishes eloquent testi- 
mony that it is upon the world of education, 
science and scholarship that the bill will bear 
most heavily. Those who are engaged in re- 
search and in the training of the young will 
have to pay a duty of 20 per cent on all the 
With the projected 
arbitrary 


books they buy abroad. 


invoice provision in favor of an 
American valuation, it will in very many cases 
prove true that the duty will amount to more 
than the bill for the goods. 

Educators, librarians, those 
ested in the utmost freedom for culturing activi- 
ties and equipment, instant with 
protests to the Senators from New York State 


and to local Congressmen. 


scholars, inter- 


should be 


— +1 — 


Agricultural Bulletin 


Beginning with January 1922, the publication 
of the New York State Agricultural Teachers 
This magazine was 
discontinued 


Bulletin has been revived. 
started two years ago, but was 
last fall. The State Agricultural Teachers As- 
sociation has taken over its publication, making 
the bulletin the association’s official organ. It 
is being issued in the same form as previously, 
under the editorial direction of W. J. Weaver 
of the State Department of Education. 


— 1 — — 


Charles S. Williams 


Charles S. Williams, for the past 18 years 
superintendent of schools of Hudson, died on 
January 20th, following a two weeks’ illness 
which developed into pneumonia. He was born 
near Rochester. He was graduated from the 
Brockport State Normal School in 1888, and 
from Cornell University, at the head of his 
class, in 1898. He had taught school in Hilton, 
Livonia, Groton and Chatham, before going to 
Hudson. 
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Honor Society at Norwich 
Every high school principal or superintendent 

of schools has been at some time confronted 
with the problem of coordinating athletics and 
scholarship so that athletes and members of 
high school athletic teams would keep their 
scholastic work up to a proper standard 
Many ways have been used to accomplish this, 
the chief one being that of forcing a pupil to 
keep a certain average in school work or le 
ineligible for athletic teams. This is useful 
and undoubtedly necessary ; however, it is nega- 
tive and offers a threat rather than a reward. 

We are attempting to solve this problem in 
Norwich by combining two methods. We re- 
quire competition for teams to maintain a satis- 
factory average in all scholastic work. Realiz- 
ing, however, that the athletes of the school are 
often the leaders we are attempting to appeal 
to them to be leaders for good by conferring 
upon them election to an honorary society. 

This society is known as Chi Alpha from 
two of the fundamental principles of the so- 
ciety, character and application. Its establish- 
ment was authorized by the board of education 
and approved by the high school faculty in the 
spring of 1921. Its purpose is to reward those 
leaders of the school who have been good citi- 
zens, kept their scholastic work in proper shape 
and have done something for the school. High 
scholarship is not essential to membership, but 
application is. Both boys and girls may be ad- 
mitted. The teachers are all ex officio members 
of Chi Alpha and they chose the first members, 
four boys and two girls. These six have since 
elected two more boys and two more girls to 
membership. The elections are made by the 
active members but must be approved by the 
faculty. Those elected have not all been 
athletes. They include class presidents, some 
managers and captains of teams and the editor 
of the school paper. There is no limit to the 
number who may be elected. 

Although not essentially a secret society, Chi 
Alpha has a constitution and initiation ritual 
known only to teachers and members. Its 
initiation ritual is based on four points: char- 
acter, application, achievement and loyalty. 

The society has functioned well. It has had 
the practical effect of furnishing an incentive 
for right leadership. It has also functioned as 
a student council, has consulted with the 
teachers on various subjects to improve the 
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school and has nominated candidates for the 
managerships. Its existence has been more 
than justified by its work and its effect upon the 
school lection to it has become the most dé 
sired honor in the gift of the school. 

Plans are now being made to form an alumni 
hody by electing to honorary membership gradu 
ates of Norwich High School who have distin- 
guished themselves in their vocations and 
brought credit to the school 

If any principal or superintendent is inter- 
ested in this society or a similar one, he may 
obtain a copy of the con titution by writing the 
superintendent 

Frank R. WassunG 
Superintendent of Schools, Norwich 


—_o——_ 


Dr Flint Chosen Chancellor 

The chancellorship of Syracuse University 
has been tendered to Dr Charles Wesley Flint, 
president of Cornell College, Mount Vernon, 
Iowa, by the university trustees. Doctor Flint 
has notified the trustees of his acceptance, and 
is expected to assume his new duties about 
commencement time. 

Doctor Flint is 43 years old, has been presi- 
dent of Cornell College for six years and is a 
clergyman of the Methodist [Episcopal de- 
nomination He was born in Canada, was 
graduated from the University of Toronto in 
1900 and six years later was graduated from 
Drew Theological Seminary as a bachelor of 
divinity. He completed a master of arts course 
at Columbia, and Wesleyan University con- 
ferred the degree of doctor of divinity in 1912 
and Coe College gave him his doctorate in laws 
in 1916. 

Doctor Flint had several pastorates in the 
New York East Methodist Conference, and was 
serving as pastor of the New York Avenue 
Church in Brooklyn in 1915 when called to 
Cornell College. He has been a leading figure 
in the affairs of the Methodist church for sev- 


eral years. 


Thirteen districts of the town of Stanford 
have voted to consolidate and build a modern 
central school. There are about 300 pupils in 
all the districts. 
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Many New Buildings Under Way 


Port Jervis is soon to vote upon a proposition 
to bond itself for $400,000 for a new high 
school, to accommodate 600 pupils. 

It is expected that work will be started by 
March 15th on the new building of the Corning 
Free Academy. 

Portville will this month vote as to the build- 
ing of an addition to its present school building, 
to cost about $80,000. 

The board of education of Batavia is plan- 
ning to submit to the taxpayers plans for a new 
high school building, as soon as details can be 
arranged. ; 

For the second time, the taxpayers of 
Canastota on January 17th defeated a proposi- 
tion to erect a new high school building at a 
cost of $100,000. 

The taxpayers of Beacon have recently de- 
feated a proposition to spend $40,000 for an 
addition to the high school building. 

Malone has commissioned architects to draw 
plans for a new grade school building to cost 
$250,000. 

Union free school district 1, towns of Brown- 
ville and Pamelia, Jefferson county, has voted 
to spend $73,000 for an annex to the Brown- 
ville-Glen Park High school, to replace two 
grammar schools, one in each village. 

Watertown is another place that is getting 
its building program under way with the new 
year. Two new grade schools and an addition 
to the high school at a cost of $315,000 have 
been decreed by the board of education in that 
city. 

Schenectady has just opened a new school, 
one of the best equipped and largest of its ele- 
mentary school buildings. It has a spacious 
playground and 26 classrooms, which will ac- 
commodate 1000 pupils. 

The new Plains school, near Oneonta, has 
been opened. It is a model of the modern type 
of rural school. In appearance and appoint- 
ments it is a first-class city school, equipped 
with running water, electric lights and modern 
heating plant. 

Akron, Erie county, has called for a special 
election to provide funds to buy a site for a 
new high school that must be built soon and 
preparations for which are already under way. 

Six elementary schools and the North Buffalo 
High School are to be erected at once in Buffalo. 
The cost will be $4,150,000 and the appropria- 


tion already has been made, as noted in the 
Bulletin. 

The village of Port Chester voted $402,000 
for school construction on January 12th, and 
the night before, Milton Point, in the village 
of Rye, voted $135,000 for a new grammar 
school. 

Hornell solved its high school troubles by 
approving, at special election, an appropriation 
of $350,000, to be raised by bonds for a new 
high school. Last June the city voted down a 
$500,000 proposition, but the opposition this 
month to the $350,000 plan was negligible. 

The village of Clarence in Erie county will 
build a $100,000 high school at once, following 
a special election. 

Rockville Center is getting ready to appro- 
priate $500,000 for a memorial high school. 
This action follows the abandonment of a sug- 
gestion to erect a “Temple of Americanism,” 
but contemplates setting aside in the new build- 
ing meeting quarters for véteran soldiers, 
sailors and marines. 


Mount Vernon Teachers 
Association 


The Mount Vernon Teachers Association is 
one of the most active organizations of the kind 
in the State. It has sent delegates to the last 
three sessions of the National Education As- 
sociation and is always represented at all the 
state and county meetings. Its influence has 
been felt in the State Legislature as well as in 
many of the educational movements of the State 
and county. The association has recently or- 
ganized on lines similar to the State Teachers 
Association. There are the following standing 
committees: legislation, teachers’ welfare, 
schools and the community, tenure and pension, 
publicity, professional ethics. Emil Nielsen jr, 
teacher of civics and music in the high school, 
is serving his fourth term as president. 

The executive committee is composed of the 
officers, one representative from each school, a 
representative of the principals, and a repre- 
sentative of the superintendent. The associa- 
tion conducts annually a series of lectures, 
patronized by both teachers and the public. 
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Governors of New York 
4 John Tayler, 1817 





Acting Governor John Tayler 


John Tayler is usually listed among the Gov- 
ernors of New York State though he was never 
elected to that office, did not bear the title and 
never took the oath. When Tompkins resigned 
in February 1817, to become Vice President of 
the United States, Tayler as Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor became acting Governor. He held this 
office through June 1817, when he was suc- 
ceeded by DeWitt Clinton. 

Before he became acting Governor he had 
commanded without commission a New York 
regiment in 1775, had been a member of the 
New York Provincial Congress, a member of 
the Council of Safety, State Senator for several 
terms and Lieutenant Governor from 1813. 

During his very short term as acting Gov- 
ernor only matters of a routine nature were 
attended to. 


— = 


State Library for the Blind 


The service from the State Library which is 
perhaps more appreciated than any other is the 


free circulation to blind readers of books in 
raised type prepared especially for their use. 

The collection of such books in six different 
types now numbers over 10,000 volumes. From 
this stock fifteen thousand pieces, books, maga- 
zines, music, were last year circulated to more 
than a thousand different blind readers in nearly 
every county in the State. 

This is a service which the Library greatly 
desires to extend and it bespeaks for such exten- 
sion the interest of every teacher, librarian and 
school officer in the State who may be in a 
position to bring this privilege to the notice of 
some blind reader not now on the State Li- 
brary’s lending list. 

—_—p— 


Women on School Boards 

A woman has been chosen to head the school 
board of Syracuse and another woman has been 
named to fill a vacancy on the board. In 
Kingston the first woman member of a school 
board has been named by the mayor. Mrs 
Edward L. Robertson, wife of a former as- 
sistant corporation counsel in Syracuse is the 
new president of the school board there. She 
was appointed to the board in 1919, and elected 
that fall for a full term. Mrs Robertson 
acquired first-hand information on the schools 
during an experience as teacher in one of Syra- 
cuse’s public schools. Mrs Caleb C. Brown, 
just appointed to the board, is a graduate of 
Vassar and studied medicine for two years at 
Syracuse, giving up a professional career to 
marry. She has been active for years in club 
circles. 

The first woman member of the board of edu- 
cation in Kingston is Mrs Frank W. Thompson, 
wife of a leading business man. She was 
educated in the public schools of Maryland and 
at St Mary’s Seminary, near Washington, and 
taught school for four years in Maryland. She 
has never lost interest in educational work. 

—o-—— 

Of the 42 male graduates of the Troy High 

School in 1921, 33 are attending college. 
—o——_- 

From October Ist to December 3lst, 17,294 
bottles of milk and 81 cans of graham crackers 
were distributed to the children of the nutrition 
clinics of the Poughkeepsie public schools. 
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Notes from the Field 


Falls High 
The 70 pupils in the 


Fire destroyed the Niagara 
School on January 24th. 
building at the time escaped without injury 


Fire, caused by an overheated furnace, de- 


stroyed the 
January 26th, at a loss of $45,000 


school building at Boonville on 


education is co- 
Winter Sports 


on the high school 


be ard of 
Plattsburg 


The Plattsburg 
operating with the 
Association in maintaining 
stadium a public skating rink with a track of 
eight laps to the mile. Music is furnished by 
The 


pionship skating races will be held on this school 


telemetaphone. national amateur cham- 


track this winter. 


School children’s savings in Rochester since 
1915 


ber more 


Since last 
$19,000 has been deposited by 
1000 books with 


aggregate $232,000 Septem- 
than 
school children and more than 
a dollar or more credited to accounts have been 
More than half the entire registration 


of the schools are saving money and there are 


issued. 


now 13,392 school children’s accounts with one 


dollar or more credited to each 


Hobart 
is considering 


president of 
Hobart 
next fall to 75 


Dr Murray Bartlett, 
College, announces that 
class 


limiting the freshman 


young men. Desiring to retain its character 


as a small college, with special stress laid on 
intensive personal Doctor Bartlett 
says the present crowded condition and excess 


instruction, 


of work for the faculty make the fixing of a 
limit almost imperative. 


Miss Maria C. Pemberton has retired from 
teaching after a career of 53 years in the schools 
of Troy. “If I could live my life over again,” 
I would gladly spend it in the same 


graduate of the 


she says, “ 
Pemberton, a 
public schools in Essex county, began teaching 


way.” Miss 


was 
completed and 
half a 
nearly 


1868. Two years later she 


then 


in Troy in 
transferred to a_ school 
served in that building for more than 
century. Miss Pemberton’s 
coincided with her retirement from the school, 
and was made the occasion for a jolly gather- 
* sur- 


birthday 


ing of all the teachers in her school, as a ‘ 


prise party.” 


Mrs Grace Strachan Forsythe has been ap- 
pointed an associate superintendent of schools 
of New York City to succeed Dr Andrew W. 
Edson, Mrs Forsythe is the first 
woman to hold this position in New York City, 
The position pays $8200. 


retired. 


Miss Nellie F. 
wanger & Barry School 24, Rochester, recently 


Cornell, principal of Ell- 


entered upon her sixtieth year as a teacher in 
the public schools of that city, more than 24 
of which have been spent as principal of that 
school. 

The board of education of New Rochelle 
marked the retirement of Miss Lucinda E. 
Feeney, principal of Columbus School in that 
city for 12 years and a teacher in New Rochelle 
for 33 years, by passing resolutions expressing 
keen regret at her departure from the teaching 
force. Miss Feeney was a classroom teacher 
for 4 years, a principal in Union Avenue School 
for 17 years, and principal at Columbus School 
for 12 years. 


Granville B. Jeffers has been appointed as- 
sistant superintendent of schools of Schenectady. 
Mr Jeffers at the time of his appointment was 
principal of the teachers training school. He is 
succeeded by Miss Mary E. Gorham. Antici- 
pating completion soon of three junior high 
schools, the Schenectady board also has an- 
nounced the appointment of Edgar B. Palmer, 
David R. grade 
school principals, to be principals of the new 


Finley and James Gleason, 


junior schools. 

Miss Louise Herrick of Rochester, a New 
York State teacher who went to the Philippines 
to teach in 1901, has just returned home, after 
20 years in the service of education in the 
Miss Herrick was appointed by Com- 
missioner Andrew S. Draper, and went with 
the Thomas teachers, one of the first educa- 
tional organizations to take up the work of in- 
struction in the islands. For 10 years Miss 
Herrick remained at Ilo Ilo, teaching English. 
In 1910 she was transferred to the normal 
school at Manila, where the regular curriculum 
of American normal schools is followed, and 
here she remained as critic teacher in mathe- 
matics until her departure ior home. 


islands. 





Ap- 


ols 





BULLETIN TO 


Fifty-two years of service in the public 
schools of New York City was the record of 
Mary J. McCullough, recently granted retire- 
ment by the school department of the metropolis. 


\. Lester Crapser, physical director and head 
of athletics in the public schools of Pough- 
keepsie, has resigned, his action to take effect 
upon the appointment of a successor, but not 
later than February Ist. Mr Crapser is going 
to Scranton, Pa. 

Two hundred fifty teachers in the elementary 
schools were appointed by the board of educa- 
tion of New York City for probationary periods 
of three years, at a meeting of the board on 
December 14th. Period of appointment begins 
with assignment of teachers to active duty 


An extensive “learn English” campaign is 
now under way in Rochester, under the direc- 
tion of the chamber of commerce. More than 
two hundred teams of men have divided the 
entire city into districts and are making a care- 
ful canvass to induce all who can not read, 
write and speak English to attend the city’s 
night schools, home and factory classes 


The British report on the teaching of English 
in the schools of England recommends the use 
of phonetic symbols in the teaching of English. 
It states that “the learning of the symbols will 
he found a very simple matter both by teachers 
and children,” and “the teacher needs some 
means of referring to the sounds of the spoken 
language without actually producing them.” 
This pronouncement ought to encourage those 
teachers of French who have fought for the 
phonetic method in our schools. 


Encouraged by the success of “ Better Eng- 
lish ’ week in the schools of Oneida, the super- 
intendent, Harry W. Langworthy, has addressed 
a letter to all the children of the schools, asking 
them to help him with a “ Better English Year.” 
He asks them all to become “ teacher-helpers ” 
by striving to use their best English in all their 
recitations, and by being as careful as possible 
in their written work. He asks for letters 
telling him what they have read outside of 
school during the year, and promises to see that 
some good, new books are placed in the school 


libraries. 
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Chancellor Chester S. Lord addressed the 
January graduating class of the Oswego State 
Normal School. 


In Whitehall, a proposition to raise $225,000 
for a new school was voted down by a huge 
majority. This was the only severe setback to 
school building projects to be noted in recent 
weeks. 


Edward C. Mills, director of penmanship in 
the schools of Rochester, and author of a series 
of penmanship textbooks and copy books widely 
used, has resigned after 15 years in public 
school work. 


Characterizing the situation with regard to 
gymnasiums and other physical equipment neces- 
sary to carry out the provisions of the physical 
education law, as “deplorable,” Superintendent 
Percy M. Hughes of Syracuse has asked for 
appropriations for three modern gymnasiums, 
construction of which may demand $1,000,000. 


Among new courses recently added in the 
various vocational schools of the State, in re- 
sponse to popular demand, are masonry and 
shoe repairing in Rochester. The masonry 
courses are the result of a request from the 
builders’ exchange of that city. Estimating that 
there are more than 100 shoe repair shops in the 
city that would absorb the product of such 
classes, it has been determined to instal a prac- 
tical and thorough course. Boys in school will 
be allowed to bring their shoes to be mended 
in the school shop. 


Three of New York City’s associate superin- 
tendents of schools reach the end of their term 
of office, and a fourth retires under the age 
limit of 70 years, within a few months. These 
associates, under the superintendent, rank next 
to the board of education in control of school 
affairs in Greater New York. Power to fill 
the vacancies is vested in the board. The men 
whose terms expire are William McAndrew, 
Clarence E. Meleney and Gustav Strauben- 
muller. Andrew W. Edson retires for age. 
Opinion in New York is that the three first 
named may be reappointed but the probable 
successor of Superintendent Edson is a matter 


of purest speculation 
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